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Fishing lures that he invented aren't Homer LeBlanc's crowning glory. He'll let you take your pick: boater, painter, fisherman, woodcarver, or investor.
Living Legend Has an “Angle”
By Gene Schabath

THE DETROIT NEWS
A Good catch: At 90, retired charter boat captain has a lot of tales to tell, and the fish to prove them.

It was one of those mythical times in the endless fishing career of Homer LeBlanc.

"The best time to catch muskies is between 1:30 and 2:30 in the afternoon," LeBlanc said as Ted Kubinski's 31-foot charter boat, Fish Tales, headed onto Lake St. Clair a little after 10 a.m. one day last week.

     The hours dragged by…
     LeBlanc entertained his fishing partners with tales from his thousands of fishing experiences on Lake St. Clair as a charter boat captain.


 Noon came and went. Nothing.  It was the same thing at 1:30, 2, and 2:10. Not even a strike. Still, LeBlanc insisted the best time for muskie fishing was between 1:30 and 2:30 p.m.


Time was running out, man. The bewitching hour was fast approaching.


Seconds before the stroke of 2:10 p.m., the line on one of Kubinski's fishing poles unwound furiously with the accompanying screeching of the drag. It meant a muskie was hooked.

Minutes later, 66-year-old Lou Malinak, a longtime pal of LeBlanc's, landed the beautiful silvery fish, which weighed about 14 pounds.

"It's amazing," said Dale Lesch, president of the Michigan-Ontario Muskie Club. "'It's like someone from above was watching over us.  It's amazing."

Lesch and Muskie club publicist Ron Bloom​field had arranged the fishing trip for LeBlanc to celebrate his 90th birthday. Lesch could only shake his head. Another page in the legend of Homer LeBlanc had been written and he was there to witness it.


LeBlanc insisted it was nothing supernatural. The #1 man of the lake has all the markings of an Ernest Hemingway character -- ex-prize fighter, author, painter, fishing lure inventor, card shark, and comic reminiscent of fellow nonagenarian, George Burns.
.


     It all started in the early 1930s, after LeBlanc's dry-cleaning business went belly-up.  LeBlanc bought a 14-footer, headed to the lower end of Lake St. Clair near the Detroit River, and caught two muskies on his first trip.


"I didn't want to work any more, so I became a fishing guide;" LeBlanc said.


Since then, LeBlanc has caught about 5,000 muskies, most of them on fishing lures he invented.  He pioneered fishing techniques used by most muskie anglers.   All of this helped land LeBlanc a spot in the Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame in Haywood, Wis.
     LeBlanc, who turned 90 on Aug. 3, attributes his longevity to a good diet, exercise, and a lot of good whiskey every week.


     LeBlanc sold his charter boat several years ago, but still books trips occasionally, charging $1000 to discourage customers. Besides, aches and pains and a sore left wrist make it painful to work. 
     
"Besides, l make about $l0,000 a year in the stock market," he said. "But to be a guide, you have to be a good actor, a comedian, and know when to keep quiet. You got to be a salesman."

LeBlanc said he married his wife, Alma, on his birthday "so she wouldn't forget my birthday" and has had 55 wonderful years with her. 

 "I was speaking at a club the other day and said I wouldn't sell my wife for $1 million dollars,” LeBlanc said. "Over $1 million and I would have to think about it. But I would have visitation rights."


     LeBlanc was given a birthday present at the end of the trip: A bottle of Crown Royal.

     "I drink on occasion," LeBlanc said.  “This is an occasion."


