CLASS TELLS
YOU HAVE TO THINK LIKE A MUSKIE
IF YOU WANT to catch a muskie, that's the advice of Homer LeBlanc, and he's the greatest expert of them all. If you ask him how to do it, he will tell you anything you want to know. Absolutely anything. In fact, he will give you a book he has written, and if there ere any points he didn't cover, you will find the rest of the answers in the book.

This is unusual policy for a professional muskie guide, and most unusual for the world's outstanding muskie guide, which Homer is. The answer, of course, is obvious. Learning how from a book is one thing, but it's quite another thing to develop a technique from years and years of experience. And if you want to learn the amazing technique of Homer LeBlanc, (and at the same time, incidentally, enjoy yourself) there is only one way: Hire Homer and his boat.

     Meanwhile, here are some important tips: "A muskie is plenty smart and tricky--he may fight for

5 minutes and then belly up. Don't be fooled by all this act. All at once he'll whip a splash, boiling the water, and maybe come out flying. The muskie might want to be palsy and want to come near the boat and stare you in the eye. Straighten out the boat and get the hell away from him. He would love to have you try and land him while full of hell and fury. He'd love to test his strength against yours.

"If a person were lucky enough to get a muskie hooked, it could be handled with a flyrod. It would just take plenty of time to do it. Remember, muskies seldom run, they hold ground, thresh around, dive to the bottom, come out flying, play dead, etc., but they just don't run, at least rarely.
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SOME OF THE BEST MUSKIE FISHING IN NORTH AMERICA IS FOUND IN LAKE ST. CLAIR.

"In the month of May, after the lilacs come to bloom, muskie fishing is good from then on until things slow down in late August.

"I've caught muskies under all weather conditions. The best weather is when they are hungry and biting. The best time to go fishing is as soon as you can.

"Everything is subject to a change, don't stick to one set pattern. Change your tactics-experimenting some​times pays off. The way you fished during mid June last year and got good results may be all wrong this year at the same time. Water levels may be much higher, so your water would be colder.

"It may have been a cold, rainy spring. The season may be a few weeks behind what is considered normal. Don't be a slave to any one particular lure, or to any one color. Don't stick to one routine of fishing style. You may develop something new to your liking, and a happier and prouder fisherman you will be.

"From April 11 to May 15, fish in water 5 to 9 feet deep; May 15 to June 15, 10 to 14 feet; June 15 to July 15, 14 to 18 feet; July 15 to Labor Day, 18 to 22 feet; and Labor Day to late November, 8 to 14 feet."

Homer LeBlanc also gave us some extremely valuable advice on how to become a professional muskie guide:

"If you want to be a fishing guide. . . one must look the part. Being bald-headed with weather-beaten hands and face and a two day beard will make you look like an old veteran with years of experience. The ability to talk and act the part and have that look of experience is very important. Be sure not to take a bath for about three days, and you will surely have that fishy smell, which will give people the impression that you catch fish. The wearing of old fishy clothes also helps."

In addition to being internationally famous as a muskie guide, Homer LeBlanc is perhaps even better known as the designer and manufacturer of successful muskie fishing equipment and lures. His "Swim Zag" lures, Homer LeBlanc trolling leader, and trolling keels are the sworn stand-bys of some of the country's finest fisher​men.

You know what we think? If you want to catch a muskie, you have to think like Homer LeBlanc!

