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Patterns for

Lake St. Clair
Muskies

Trolling is the number one technique
for St. Clair’s monsters.

by Tom Irwin

f all the fresh water fishes the

muskie alone stands atop the

food chain. The premier

predator of the fresh water en-
viron, the muskie is without a doubt the
most feared resident of the fish commu-
nity and the most prized trophy of the
fresh water sportfisherman. Dubbed the
fish of ten thousand casts the muskie has
a reputation of being hard to catch. Sto-
ries of anglers preoccupation with the
muskie ring reminiscent of Ahab’s ob-
session for the great Moby Dick.

While definitely not a pushover for
sportfishing tactics, the muskie can be
had and there’s no better place for anglers
to pursue them than the Michigan and
Canadian waters of Lake St. Clair. Nick-
named the sixth Great Lake, the sprawl-
ing Lake St. Clair is considered by many
to support the most productive muskie
fishing in the world.

24

Located in southeast Michigan on
the border of the U.S. and Canada, St.
Clair is fed by Lake Huron through the
St. Clair River and empties in Lake Erie
via the Detroit River. This relatively shal-
low 256,000-acre lake accommodates a
tremendous volume of water completely
flushing itself every four days. Because of
this the lake remains remarkably clean
and clear considering its industrialized
surroundings.

“Muskie fishing on St. Clair is the
best I've ever seen in 20-plus years,” says
veteran St. Clair muskie guide Captain
Don Miller. According to Don, the im-
proved fishing is a direct result of cleaner
water and a higher percentage of fisher-
men using catch and release. Don also
credits the change in the minimum size
limit from 38 to 40 and again to 42 inches
as having a positive effect on the quantity
and quality of muskie fishing on St. Clair.
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While professional guides and char-
ter captains have targeted muskies for
years on Lake St. Clair; Miller now sees
more recreational fishermen setting their
sights on the muskie. “Muskie clubs have
sprung up all around the lake, both in
Canada and Michigan. This is good be- :
cause they all push a strong conservation,
catch and release ethic and share infor-
mation and techniques resulting in more
productive all around muskie fishing,”
states Don.

Trolling is the number one technique
for taking St. Clair muskies. A trolling
pattern developed by legendary muskie
fisherman Homer LeBlanc in the 1930s
and ‘40s on Lake St. Clair remains the
best producer of St. Clair muskies to this
day. The only variation to Homer’s orig-
inal trolling technique is the utilization
of planer boards to increase the amount
of water covered while trolling.
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