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19 krie’s Monster ’Eyes

If double-digit walleyes are what you seek, there’s no
better time or place than spring on Lake Erie. By
Michael Veine

22 Eyeing Drummond Island

The “Gem of the Huron” provides excellent fishing
for everything from jumbo perch to big walleyes and
chinook salmon. By Bill Semion

24 tadillac And Mitchell:
Northwest Twins

These two lakes may be connected by a small
canal, but they’re as different as night and day.
By Mark Romanack

Lower MI’s Winter
Walleye Hotspots

The ice won’t be around for long, but there’s still
time to enjoy walleye fishing through the ice.
By Mike Gnatkowski

JdaJ Back To Basics With Bait

Live bait, selected and fished properly, will catch fish
when other methods fail. By Darl Black

42 still-Water Trout On The Fly

Fly fishing for trout on ponds and lakes is a whole dif-
ferent ballgame. By Michael E. Mulvaney

45 Slinging Lures
For Spring Steel

Plugs, spoons and flies trigger savage strikes from
spring steelhead. By Jim Bedford

a0 Putting A Spin On Walleyes

The spinner rig, in all its variations, is the most versa-
tile walleye-catcher of them all. By Mark Romanack
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a4 Trout Au Naturel

Early-season trout can be lethargic; live bait will
wake them up. By Vic Attardo

8 Spring-Fling Walleyes
A top walleye pro teaches the secrets to boating
springtime ‘eyes. By Mark Martin

60 The Monster Muskies

0f St. Clair

Trolling Lake St. Clair regularly produces big catches
of these top-line predators. By Bill Parker

63 Tea Lake Centerfold Map

This Oscoda County water is best fished before the
summer boat traffic gets heavy. By Tom Huggler

68 Best Bets For Last-Ice Perch

Perch action gets hot as the ice leaves, and here’s a
list of the top spots to cash in. By Tom Irwin

72 MI’s World-Class Fishery

The Great Lakes system offers angling that’s second
to none for a variety of species. By Jim Bedford

94 Hot New Rods And Reels

A look at the newest offerings from tackle manufac-
turers. By Wayne W. Nester

103 The Ultimate Lure

Is there such a thing as one best lure? Just
pondering that question can make you a better
angler. By Darl Black

108 Hot Pond Bonanza

Warmwater discharges at Great Lakes power plants
draw huge numbers of fish. By Richard P. Smith
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of St. Clair

MUSKIES ARE OFTEN CALLED THE FISH OF A THOUSAND CASTS.
BUT THERE ARE MORE WAYS TO TAG THESE WATER WOLVES,
AND TROLLING LAKE ST. CLAIR MAY WELL BE THE BEST ONE,

flock of cormorants huddled on top of a shipping

buoy in the middle of Lake St. Clair and seemed

to stand guard like a gang of gargoyles defending

the entrance of some medieval lair. The pink tint
of the morning sun jabbed and poked at the eastern
horizon but couldn’t quite break through the cloudy
gray awning that blanketed the summer sky. A modest
breeze kicked up out of the south and gave the water a
slight chop and kept us cool and comfortable in the
August heat. “What a great day for fishing,” I thought
to myself as we motored east out of St. Clair Shores and
into Canadian waters.

“Fishing starts as soon as the first bait hits the
water,” explained veteran charter captain Don Miller of
Motor City Muskies. “We sometimes catch them before
we get all the lines set.”

True to Miller’s prophecy, the first line was ripped
free of the planer-board line before the second line
could be set in the water.

“Fish on! Fish on!” came an excited cry.

Ten-year-old Aaron Paich anxiously raced to the
back of the boat. He took a firm, tight grip of the fishing
pole and began cranking on the reel as the first brawl of
the day ensued. Beads of perspiration formed above the
young angler’s eyebrows as he bravely fought to bring
the reluctant fish to the boat. With his father standing at
his side in case the youngster needed a hand, Aaron
cranked and cranked and cranked on the baitcasting
reel, always keeping a taut line.

Muskie fishing has always been good on Lake St.
Clair, but in recent years the fishing has improved to
fantastic. Catch rates in the mid-1980s averaged about
29 hours per fish. By 1998 that average had dropped to

60 - March 1999

BY BiLL PARKER

approximately 10 hours per fish, although many serious
muskie anglers have much better success.

“The population has been improving throughout the
"90s,” said Don McLennon, a fisheries biologist with the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources who has done
extensive research on the muskies of Lake St. Clair.
“The population has at least doubled since the mid-'80s
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Ten-year-old Adam Paich and Capt. Don Miller are aII miles Wil
Paich’s 45-inch Master Angler muskie. Lake St. Clair could well be
the premier muskie factory of North America,
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