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the Great Lakes musky
is categorized as abun-

dant in these waters.
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another, but Lake St Clair
muskies are self-sustaining. The
muskies spawn in open water
where cara grows, a low-lying
musk-grass that is considered to

c ut some great
musky-trolling days that a charter
captain by the name of Captain
Mike Pittiglio of Muskie Mania
Charters was having on Lake St.
Clair. We arranged a fishing day.
On August 30, we left Michigan
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Harbor Marina in cold front con-
ditions. High northeast winds
persisted as we headed to his
favorite areas on the Canadian
side of Lake St. Clair. In eight
hours nine muskies hit, and four
were caught. Among the muskies
caught and released were a 48-
1/2, a 49-1/4, and a 41-incher.

Lake St. Clair has an average
depth of 13.3 feet with large areas
of submergent weeds. Precise
depths at certain times of the year
are necessary so Pittiglio uses a
variety of trolling techniques and
sets.

Checking lures for weeds every
fifteen minutes or so is important.
By either changing lures or
changing weights by snapping on
round-ball sinkers to the front
leader snaps, the desired depth is
assured. The lead balls keep most
of the floating and submergent
weeds off the lures.

Keen observation is always one of
the keys to success on the water.
Watching his locator screens, not
so much for hooks or big
muskies, but for baitfish, he also
watches the water. Windy condi-
tions kick up bottom sediment
that creates dirty or off-color
water. Baitfish hide in dirty water
and sooner rather than later, the
muskies arrive on the scene.

On a typical day on the water, he
starts out trolling different col-

ored lures at
different
depths  and
then adjusts as
the day goes
on. "When
fishing is
good, you get
more hits and
you change to
the hot baits.
Then the fire
drill starts and
it's *fnn. - for
everybody."

Favorite

trolling lures are Grandmas,
Jakes, Wileyes, Hi-Fin and Cat Tail
bucktails, Nils Masters in the fall,
and some locally made baits like
Loke and Ziggie. His favorite
trolling speed is 3.7 to 4 miles per
hour.

THE LAKE ST. CLAIR
POWER-TROLL SETUPS

THE DOWN ROD &
LONG ROD SETUP

The down rods are 4 to 5 feet long
and the long rods are 10 to 12 feet
long. The down rod set-up is par-
ticularly effective in choppy
water. The down rod is placed
near the front of the boat. Ten
feet of line is put out along the
side of the boat and attached to a
1-pound weight. The long rods
have 0 to 10 ounces of weight and
10 to 50 feet of line. These rods
are then
adjusted  to
conditions.

PLANER
BOARD ROD
SETUP

Board rods are
6% to i 7-feet
long and usu-
ally 3 rods at
different
depths are
attached to a
board line.

WASH ROD SETUP

(About the same as the down rod setup)

Most strikes occurred on the
board rods that day. The Captain
said that "70 percent of the
muskies we catch come on the
board rods."

The art of precision trolling
requires exact repetitions of suc-
cessful methods and techniques.
Rod, reel, line, leader, and lure
are all combined with proper boat
speed to produce optimum
results. Pittiglio uses Shimano
Talora long rods with Shimano
700 Tekota reels. He spools his
reels with 40-pound mono and
uses 5- to 6-feet of 80-pound flu-
orocarbon to make his leaders.
The leaders are attached with
ball-bearing swivels and snaps.

Musky Mania Charters - St. Clair Shores, MI.
Phone: (586)-250-4068
Website-www.muskiemaniacharters.com

PERSPECTIVES ON SPEED
TROLLING AND PATTERNS

"A clean six beats a dirty dozen,"
says Captain Don Miller, who has
been fishing on Lake St. Clair for
30 years. What this statement
means is that Miller likes to keep
it simple while trolling St. Clair.
He puts 6 lines out, making it
easier to keep these lines free of
weeds and foul-ups as opposed to
running 12 lines allowed for 6
people on the U.S. side (1 line per
person on the Canadian side).
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